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Fondas were important in up-slote New The Von Homes inherlled a substantial amount
~ the Colonial period and in the early of his estale (a granddaughter of leUis married.
~nt of the Stole. Presumably the family Abraham Van Horne), Iellis was one of the lour
nS\an origin and one genealogist has Qut- assiSlonl judges of Tryon Court, elected 1773; Stoia

Suroyean background for the Fondos giv· Senator, Western District. 1777-81 and 1788·91:
lIJ9l!l a really illustrious descent However, County ludqe 1784 and Commissioner of Indian

Irtodes apparently come from tradition rather AHairs. He wos one of the executors 01 the will oJ
eaJ 5uhstance. Sir Williom Johnson and designated as guardian
MDigrant ancestor of this family was JilUs of the loiter's children. Jellis Fonda is frequently
Gillis) Douwese fonda whose name first referred to in the well known novel "In the Volley"

tdJnAlbany records in 1651 and last in 1654. by Harold Frederic and also in the novels by Rob-
Illy son, Douw Jelllse, became the cmcestor ert W. Chambers dealinq with Mohawk Valley
randPs in this country. and Tryon County history.
.. JiDesz Fonda was born about 1643 and Descendants of Jellis Fonda (c 1670) and Rachel
II:! 1700. His father apparently died when Winne settled in Schenectady and Caughnawaqa
was a boy and a record shows that Douw (now Town of Fonda). Jellis had three sons leaving

d;wsillnq with Jan Tyse Oan Tyse Goes of male issue: Douw (1701) Abraham (715) and
1IBbOOk) in the Colony of Rensselaerwyclc in Jaecb (1722). Douw settled in Caughnawaga in
md that his slep-father, Barent Gerritse. owed 1751 and was a close friend of Sir William John-
KJ beavers. Barenl Gerritse married Hester son (see account of his son Major Jellisl. He was

widow of JilIis, sometime between 1656 and killed by the Indians in 1780. Abraham and Jacob
tmd was kllled in the second Esopus War in settled In Schenectady.
and Hester Fonda. his wife. was taken pris- Following are the prominenl members of this
by the Indians. The 'widow eventually ra- branch.

., Jo Albany, her name appearing in occa-
Albany records. as late as 1681. She had Mdcr JeUis Fonda 0727HSee foregoing account,)

MBntly made a third marriage 10 Theunis Adam Fonda Cl73S>-Officer in Tryon County MI-
ISIlZ Van Vechten. sometime before 1672. 'fhgre litia. served under General Herkimer in BoUle of
MW, records to lllustrale the activities of Douw Oriskany; he and his brother John were taken
~ bulln 1676 his land al "Lubberden Landt" prisoners by !he Indians in 1780. taken to Can·
lJI'tl fhg area of the present city of Troy) is men- ada and held there two years.
did and in 1684 he wos nominated for magis- Henry A. Fonda (I766).........Captain in the War of
.at Albany. 1812. later Brigadier General; Assemblyman.
!he fonda family was one-of decided inOuence MOnll;Jomery Co.
Iba upper Hudson River districts and the Me- Douw A. Fonda <l774}-Assemblyman, Montgom.

Volley. Fondos occupied important posi- Co
In .\. ery .

Ine Qovemmental affairs 01 the up-State
dEtrllents in Albany, Schenectady, and the Me-- Pe!er H. Fonda OS02)-Assemblyman, Monlg0rr.·

Valley. They were early settlers in what is ery Co.
lha Troy district, as well as Hoosic. Albany John Giles Fonda 0822>-Colonel in Civil War.

SScheneetady. One branch of the family maln- Brevet Maior General.
IMkI a substonlial shipping business between
nnblo County and New York. In Dutchess Henry A. Fonda (c. 1825}-Bank President. Penr.-
mrv there were parsons of Importance £rom this sylvania. Colonel on Governor's Staff.
:tacb of the family. Douw A. Fonda (824)-Monlgomery County

iIJUW rondo (643) had four sons leaving mole Treasurer. Supervisor Village of Fonda.
any. Ian, lillis, Isaac and Nicholas, but the Garret T. B. Fonda (808)-Passenger Agent, Sche-
line In Nicholas' family died out early so the nectody and Utica. R.R. (N. Y. Centrol) for many

PIffldants of Jan, JUUs and Isaac are those who years.
:&d. the name down to late generations. Tellis A. Fonda (l7S9)-Coptain in Revolution;
Qjor Jellls Fonda <l727-9l) was the most prom- Assemblyman, Schenectady Co.; Canol Com~

01 the early Fondas. He was the first Me- missioner; Supervisor Schenectady: County
Valley merchant west of Schenectady and aerl:~

1ft Period immediately previous to the Revolu- AIexandeT G. Fonda <l785)-Union College, ISO:;;
was one of the outstanding figures in that sec- Schenectady physician.
He was a close friend and associate of Sir

COn lohnson and accompanied him on his mil- Jellls J. Fonda (I7Sl)--Caploin in Revolution:
l!-X]:)edjtions as commissary. He served in the "served with particular distinction in campaign
~ and Indian War under Sir William Johnson oQainst Burl;J'oyne" and "highly distinguished
1tlmond of Scouts (lieutenant in 1755 and cap- himself in bailie of Johnstown 078U"; a noted
1tl. 1756) and was commissioned Major in officer of the Revolution. Res. Schenectady.
i:nd.ing much of his time durinq this pericxi Henry V. Fonda (788).-Schenectady lawyer.

dian country. Christopher FOl1da U79S)-Schenectady lawyer.


