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AMSTERDAM RECORDS OF THE FONDA FAMILY

Cosrmumsuren 5y Rosent G, Coosey, e

I 1962 the late Dr. Simon Hart of the Amsterdam Municipal Archives was
asked 10 conduct an investigation into the origins af the Fonda family, The
result was the discovery of the marnage record of the New Nethedand ime
migrant Jillis/Gillis/Jellis/Jelle Douwes Fonda, the baptisms of his children,
and also some notarial records of interest.

The late Mrs. John Spell in her 1964 article “A Carcer Woman in 17th Cen-
tury New York™ (Rec. 95:129(.) stated that “Grillis ( Jillis) Douwes Fonda, a
native of Friesland in the Netherlands, arrived in Fori Orange (present Al-
bany, N.Y.) in 1631. He was accompanied by his wife Hester Jans [sic] and
three children " Mrs. Spell identified four children of the couple and gave
*birthdates” for three of them from unspecified “records in Amsterdam”™, this
suggests that she saw the same baptisms found by Dr. Hart, bur she did no
mention the marriage or notarial records

The Dutch Settlers Society of Albany Yearbook, Volume 48 (1981-1984), page
17, containg an article “The Fonda Family” prepared by Howard A. McCon-
ville. This article descnibes the marnage record and gives the children's bap-
rismal dates and sponsors, but does not credit anyone for discovering these
records, cite precisely where the records were found, or quote any of them in
their onginal form. The article does not mention the notanal records,

Some accounts of the Fondas have daimed a noble Dalian origin for the
family, prior 1o its residence in Friesland. Such a claim was made by the Rev-
erend William A. Williams in his Early American Famulies (Philadelphia, 1916,
pages 24-25), and was apparently {avored by the late actor Henry Fonda {De
Halve Maen 36:4(Jan. 1962]:17). Dr. Hart, although finding no reference o
the surmame Fonda in Netherlands records, noted that many Frisian pames
were similar in form, and he expressed the opinion thar “the conclusion that
the name Fonda of Jelle Douwes would be of Iralian origin | 15 a story,”

All of the following records were found at the Amsterdam Municipal Ar-
chives (Gemeente Archief Amsterdam) and translared by Dr. Hart. The first
15 the marriage of the immigrant, from Doop, Trowe en Begrafregisters | Baptismal,
Marriage and Burial Registers, herealter DTB| No. 454 [Kerkelijk Huwwelijhs
Intekenreguster or Church Mamage Intentions Register| page 651:
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den 13 fanwary 1641

Cra.m_#ﬂrundr als cooren Jelle Douwess can Agum, S:ma'u‘gﬂfﬂ u'mrlfﬂldlrf o .B’I.r.‘.?ﬂ'-!_‘j'l’aﬂi gm(mwr_.'r
mel, geent ouders hebbfendef out 25 jarr ende Hester Dvwseecs van Afmsterdam) woonfendef op de Kry-
sersgracht aut 24 paer, peen ouders bebbfende) peasfresterrft met Efrge Douver faer sieeffmoder
Jrigned! felle Dowwes, Herter Douversen

{lperiegpende arte van owdets consend. fese perconen ziin peirnut dere | (7 february tor Dhemen doer Frudemmw
Weltelenr prﬂi;ﬁhnﬂ aldmer.

19 January 1641

Appeared as before Jelle Douwess from Agum, journeyman blacksmith, living on Bickers
Island, assisted by | mr name given], having no parcnts, 25 vears old; and Hester Douwess
lrom Amsterdam, living an the Keysergracht, 24 years old, having no parenis, assisted
by Elsge Douwes, her sicprmother.

|signed as above|

Proclucing a deed of their parerus’ consent, these people were married on the [0th of Februan,
1641 in Diemen by Prudentius Wilhelmi, miniaer there.

Whoever made this entry first wrote that the groem was assisted by Elsge
Diouwes, but this was erased. A note in the margin haer behoutmoedfefr (her
mother-in-law), presumably intended to replace “stepmother,” was also erased
The clerk apparently was confused as o Elsge Douwes' role and relationship.
Since the couple were able to obtain “their parents’ consent” the phrase “having
no parents” may mean that no parents (other than Elsge) were present in Am-
sterdam to assist in the proceedings, rather than that all the ather parents were
deceased.

According to Dr. Hart, the actual church marriage record at Diemen, near
Amsterdam, does not survive, The above marriage intention was of particular
interest because it revealed Jillis Douwes’ place of origin, “Agum.” Specialists
at the Friesland State Archives at Leeuwarden were of the opinion that this
referred ta the small village variously written “Agum,” “Egum,” “Aegum,” and
“Eagum,” located near the center of their province. The only early 17th cen-
tury records for Agum which Dr. Hart found were those of the court of Idaarder-
adeel, a jurisdiction in which the village was located. He found references to
inhabitants of “Agum” in these records, but none to a Jillis Douwes. A Douwe
Jelles showed up in the inventory of Jetse Roberts 25 June 163%, owing his
estate five guilders, but there was nothing to link him to Jillis Douwes, Dr.
Hart also found no mention of the name Fonda. Beyond the reference wo Agum
in the Amsterdam marriage intention the origin of the immigrant could not
be resolved (but see Postscript, below).

The children of Jillis and Hester were baptized in Amsterdam as follows:

Douwe, of Jelle Douwes: and Ester Douwes, 24 November 1641 by Rev. Wachtendorp
al the Micuwe Kerk, witness Annege Jans (TR 42:282).

Gienje, of Jelle Douwesz and Ester Douwes, 22 Seprember 1643 by Rev, Holbeeck at the
Niewwe Kerk, witness Maritje Willems (DTB 42:373).

Sara, of Jelle Douwesz and Hester Douwes, Sunday 18 June 1643 at the Oude Kerk, wir-
nesses Hille Claes and Witsche Dherex (IDTH #:53).

Abraham, of Jelis Douwesz and Hester Hester {sic) Douwesz, Sunday 14 April 1647 at
the Oude Kerk, witnesses Hille Claes and Marij Douwes (DTB 8:123).
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All of the churches mentioned above were Dutch Reformed. Both the mar-
riage and baptismal records indicate that Hester's patronymic was Douwes,
like that of her husband, and not Jans as reported by Mrs. Spell and others.
The last witness, Marij Douwes, could presumably have been the child's aunt
on either side, and Hille Claes may have been the Hilletgen Claesdr. named
in the following notarial records. Most interesting is the witness Witsche Diercx,
for another writer has suggested that this was the name of Jillis Douwes' mother
(see Postscript).

The notanal archives of Amsterdam revealed a series of documents regarding
debits owed by Jillis Douwes Fonda to merchants in Amsterdam, after his migra-
tion 1o New Netherland., Citations are to name of notary, folio and page
number. The abstracts are by Dr. Hart.

1654 May 3. Jan Michgielsen. beer whalesale dealer in Amsterdam ag the Dolle Begynsteeg,
gives a power-ol-antorney 1o Theunis Jansz Seijlenmaker from here, to claim and to receive from
Gillis Douwes and his wife, formerly innkeepers here, now living on Manhattan in New Nether-
land.” the sum of BG4, 18, — which is due o him as remainder for delivered beer { Jacob de Winter
2281111:55),

1684 May 19 Theunis Davidesz., shipscarpenter, living at the Houtuinen [Timber-yvards| on
the Diroogbak next to the Wacerpas, for himiself as son and heir and for the co-heirs of his mother,
the lare Hilleigen Clacsdr., formerly widow of her last husband Claes Jansz. . gives a power-of-
attorney 1o Jurrien Thijse., who i going to New Netherdand as a free merchane, 0 claim and
to receive from Jelle Douwes, citizen and brandy-distiller in New Nethedand. the sum of (60
pus the interest due. This was due 1o his mother and now 1o her children and her heirs according
ter @ related debenture, a copy of which was sent along with Jurrien Thijsz. Because of the risk
af the sea. the original was not sent along. He is to give a receipt to Jelle Douwes alier pavment.
He is auhorized 10 go 10 Jaw against Jelle Douwes if necessary (Hendrick Schael, 1504:121).

1635 April 26, Comelia Wachiens, widow of Johannes wer Weijde, woman beer wholesale dealer
at the Herenmarkl here, gives a power-ol-attormey 1o Mamitge Damen, now wife of Hendrick
Andriesz., free inhabitant of New Netherland, wha is ready w depart for there, to claim and o
receive from Jelle Dovwe, distiller in New Netherland, the amount of 31 guilders and 8 stivers
which is due to her [rom him and hos wife Hester because of delivered beer and money advanced
for the impost and excase-duty, according 10 a relative account in her debst-book (Hendrick Schaef,
13045:64).

1657 March 17, Theunis Davidise., shipscarpenter living on the first island beyond the yand
of Jacab Cornelisz, , acting for himselll as son and co-heir and for the other co-heirs of his mother,
the late Hilletgen Claesdr., formerly widow of her last husband Claes Jansz., gives a power-of-
attorney o [eck Jansz Croon o claim and 1o receive from Jelle Douwes, citizen and hrandy-
distiller in Mew Netherdand, the sum of 6 plus the interesi due. He owes this amount wo Hilletje
Claes and now to her heirs according o a relative debenture a copy of which Is taken along by
the proxy. Subtracted from this must be thar which hre alrcady appears to have paid {Hendrick
Schael, 130771}

* This reference 1o Manhattan may be an eeror, as all other cvidence indicates [illis (Gillis)
was then at Fort Orange {(Albany ). The reference 1o both Jillis and his wife being former innkeepers
al Amsterdam is of special interest.
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1657 April 3. Jan Michgelsen, beer wholesale dealer in Amsterdam, gives o power-of-attorney
10 Cornehs Martensen Factoor, who s ready io depan for New Netherland, to clam and 1o re-
ceive the amount af B4 18 — which is due o o Grom Gaillis Doaes, foemeely innkeeper in Am-
sterdam but at present distiller living near the fort Orangien in New Netherland, because of deliv
erced and pand boer (MNicolacs van Born, 2142:77)

1664 January 12,  Thewms Davidese. , shipgcarpenter in Sloterdijk, son and co-heir, acting alsa
foor bus sister, eocheir of the late Hilleygen Claessdr, |, formerly widow of her st hushand Claes Jansz
gives a power-ol-anorney o Mr. Jacob Hendricxse, | surgeon in New Nethedand and ready 1o
depart for there again, 1o claim and (0 receive from the widow and beers of Jelle Dogwess, dusng
his life citizen and brandy -distiller in New Nethedand, the sum of 6040 guilders plus the interest due

Jell Douwesz. vwed this amownt (o e mather and now e her beirs socording 16 a relative
debenture the eriginal of which was shown 1o the mdary and copy of which @ given along with
Jacob Hendricxsz. Subaracred from this amouns musr be 58 guilders for 7 whole beavers of 8 guilders
apieve and 3 hall-beavers of 4 guilders apieee which Jurpaen Thigsen recerved from him on 22
August 1634 also on a power-of-attemey {Hendrck Schaet, 1371:06-17),

PosTscripT BY THE AssociaTE Epiron

An article “De Fryske Ofstamming Fan Myn Fiere Efternicht Jane Fonda®
(“The Frisian Descent of My Distant Cousin Jane Fonda"), by Douwe |, van
der Meer, was published in the Genealogysk fierboekye 1986 of the Frisian Academy
{Lecuwarden, Netherands 1986), pages 64=-68. According to Mr. van der
Meer, an article in the Leuarder Courant hiad reported imformanon on the
Frisian origin of the American Fondas, originally published in *The New York
Genealogien! and Brographical Record of July 1984" {apparently meaning to refer
to the previously mentioned article in the Dutch Settlers Society of Albany Year-
book of 1984).

Wan der Meer had traced his own ancestry o one Antie Douwedr. of Eagum
(Agum), who in 1655 married Sytse Jelles. Antie was a daughier of Douwe
Everts, who lived on the farmstead “Hormema”™ at Agum, and died in July 1669,
he married Wytscke Dircxdr., and van der Meer proposed that among their
other children was Jillis Douwes, the Amencan immigrant. This would give
Jillis a grandfather Evert Benedictus (died 1610} of the same place, probable
great-grandparents Benedictus Jacobs (died ¢ 1582) and Aecht Eernstdr., and
possible great-great-grandparents Jacob Harmens and Bor Hennedr. The ar-
ticle includes considerable detail on these individuals and their families.

Mr. van der Meer felt that this must be Jillis Douwes' family because Agum
was an extremely small community and in the few surviving records he could
sce no other Douwe who might be Jillis' father. He noted thar Dowwe Everrs
had an uncle, the Rev. Jelijs  Jillis) Benedicius, and it might be expected that
Douwe Everts would name a son for him. Jillis Douwes Fonda called his first
son Douwe, the name of bath of the child's grandfarhers. The names of the
other Fonda children, Giertje, Sara and Abraham, do not occur in the family
as described by van der Meer. IT the latter has indeed found Jillis Douwes'
parents, neither of the first two daughters was pamed for the paternal grand-
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mother Wytscke Dircxdr. Nevertheless, though van der Meer does not men-
tion it, a woman with this ansual wame (recorded a5 Wiische Diercx) was a sponsor
at the baptism of Jillis' daughter Sara in Amsterdam.

In Frisian records van der Meer did not find any mention of the name Fonda,
but in the vicinity of Kollum in northeast Friesland, where Benedictus Jacobs
lived, he came across the names Banda, Ronda and Sinda. He also noted that
in 1580 Benedictus was manager of an estate near Kollum called “Foyngha,”
and there was a chance that "Fonda” was a corruption of that name.



